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“Christ, The Church, and Race” Is 
MISSIONARY STUDY THEME 


_ The missionary study theme for the six months beginning in July is “Christ, The 
hurch, and Race.” Program materials are soon to be released to assist the various 
sHowship and age-groups in the churches to plan meaningful discussion and study 
ssions. Articles on various aspects of this theme are scheduled for publication in our 


otherhood journals beginning in June. 


As the Joint Commission on Mission- 
Education (the interdenominational 
oup with the responsibility for planning 
missionary emphases) states in its 
nnual Announcement this theme has 
gen on the planning board since 1952. 


“In 1952, two years before the Supreme 
9urt made its historic decision on.school 
pssegregation, the twenty-eight commun- 
As represented in the Joint Commission 
t Missionary Education determined to 
lan a 1957-58 study of race relations in 
1¢ United States. They believed a time 
(decision was approaching, when Amer- 
an Christians would have to face the 
il implications of their faith and their 
emocratic way of life. History has 
troved them right.” 


Purposes of this Study 


The over-all goals or purposes of this 
cudy by the churches are: 


To help create a sympathetic under- 
‘tanding of some of today’s racial tensions. 


To help Christians to face the obliga- 
ons of the church of Christ in alleviating 
=nsions. 


To stimulate church groups and indi- 
iduals to translate faith into action. 


Materials 


The materials planned by the Joint 
‘ommission and published by Friendship 
ress are unusually good. The two texts 
or adult groups are “The Kingdom Be- 
bond Caste” by Liston Pope, Dean of 
“ale Divinity School, and “Progress 
(Continued on Page 7) 


OPENINGS FOR POST-EASTER 
U. N. SEMINAR 


There are still openings for min- 
isters, laymen, and laywomen who 
wish to attend the Disciples of Christ 
United Nations Seminar, April 29- 
May 2, 1957..Fifty delegates will 
spend two days at the U.N. and two 
days in Washington, D. C. studying 
“Christian Responsibility and World 
Economic Development.” 
@ Write Robert A. Fangmeier, 222 | 

' 
t 


S. Downey Avenue, Indianapolis 7, 
Indiana, for details. 


GOOD NEWS FOR WORK 
CAMP PROGRAM 


Arrangements have been completed to 
bring two French pastors and their wives 
to the United States this summer to par- 
ticipate in Disciples Stateside Work 
Camps, and in C.Y.F. Commission meet- 
ings and D.S.F. Ecclesia. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jacques Lochard. will 
come from Glay, France. Mr. Lochard is 
in charge of this lay training center and 
home for young workers, supported by the 
Church of Montbeliard. Glay also has 
been the center for one of the World 
Council’s year-round work camp pro- 
grams, the past three years. 


Mr. and Mrs. Pierre Nardin live in 
Paris, where Mr. Nardin is General Secre- 
tary of Alliance des Equipes Unionistes de 
France (a Protestant Youth Movement 
ministering to France’s older youth, ages 
18-30). 


Both couples will participate in the 
Adult Director’s Training Camp at Flan- 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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SUMMER INSTITUTES ON 
“The Role of the Church 
in a Multiracial Society" 

The department of social welfare is 
joining as co-sponsor with two of our sem- 
inaries for two summer Institutes on “The 
Role of the Church in a Multiracial So- 
ciety”: 

June 10-28—Butler School of Religion, 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 
June 23-July 12—Brite College of the 
Bible, Ft. Worth, Texas. 

Subjects to be studied and discussed 
are: “Color, Caste, and Christian Con- 
science,” “Changing Patterns of Race Re- 
lations in Contemporary Church and So- 
ciety,” “How to Deal With Racial Ten- 
sions.”’ ™ 

If you are interested in attending write 
Lewis Deer, Department of Social Wel- 
fare, UCMS, or the Dean of the Seminar) 
nearest you. 


SOUTH-WIDE CONFERENCE 
OF CHURCHMEN TO BE HELD 
APRIL 23-25 AT NASHVILLE 

A three day Conference on “Christian 
Faith and Human Relations” has been an- 
nounced for Nashville, Tennessee, on 
April 23-25. A committee that is broadly 
representative of southern churchmen has 
been at work on plans for the Conference 
for some time. 

Believing that the Conference might 
very well be a meeting of the grassroots 
and the summit, and that the crisis in 
human relations requires such a meeting, 
the Conference planners are expecting a 
notable south-wide gathering. It is 
planned as the gathering place of southern 
men and women of diverse points of view 
who are agreed that the time has come 
when the mind of Christ must be set free 
to work its miracle of redemptive love at 
all levels of life and living. 

The Chairman of the Conference is Dr. 
Everett Tilson, Vanderbilt School of Re- 
ligion, Nashville. 
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| “CHRIST, THE CHURCH, AND RACE” 


“At the national level, with the excep- 
tion of the Methodist Church and the 
Disciples of Christ, Negro churches in 
predominantly white denominations ex- 
perience no segregation. ... 


“The Disciples of Christ illustrates 
what we have in mind by the deceptive- 
ness of formal structure. Negro Disciples 
churches are organized in a National 
Christian Missionary Convention which, 
in theory, is not racial but in practice is 
so. In 1945 the Negro work was organ- 
ized on a new basis with an executive com- 
mittee made up of twelve Negroes repre- 
senting their convention and nine repre- 
sentatives (white) of the United Christian 
Missionary Society and other agencies 
and boards of the Disciples. Practic- 
ally, all activities are carried on on a 
separate basis. Few Negroes are on the 
national boards although in recent years 
there has been a movement toward more 
equitable representation.” 


This quotation is from The Protestant 
Church and the Negro, published in 1948 
by Association Press. The author, Dr. 
Frank Loescher, did the research upon 
which the book is based in 1946—the 
same year in which our churches last had 
a missionary education theme on race 
relations. 


Many congregations throughout the 
brotherhood studied the materials pre- 
pared for this theme in 1946. Under the 
title “One Human Race,” the program 
materials prepared for groups in the 
brotherhood were very good in presenting 
several important aspects of the theme. 
But the picture given in the materials of 
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the National Christian Missionary Con- 
vention and its relationship to the brother- 
hood is this: 

“Some people feared this organization 
might promote segregation but the Na- 
tional Convention Board and Executive 
Committee feel it has become a real agency 
of interracial cooperation and practice; a 
larger responsibility is being placed upon 
our Negro churches and more leadership 
is developed for the work; all the brother- 
hood agencies are now carrying a program 
of service to the local Negro churches... . 
In its interracial aspects it offers a con- 
crete method for the practice of brother- 
hood in a common task.” 

Ten years ago, roughly, an outside ob- 
server said the Disciples of Christ were 
fooling themselves. At the same period, 
members of the National Convention 
Board (both Negro and white) said that 
the National Christian Missionary Con- 
vention “offers a concrete method for the 
practice of brotherhood.” The missionary 
education theme “Christ, The Church, 
and Race,” if studied widely enough 
among our churches and_ brotherhood 
leaders, may help us decide if we are a 
segregated communion. 


Is a Dual Convention and Agency 
System Necessarily Segregation? 


That we have two conventions at the 
national level—and in seventeen states or 
areas—and have separate agency relation- 
ships to churches on the basis of race is a 
fact of our brotherhood life. Whether such 
an arrangement is to be described as seg- 
regation is the question. 


Those who feel that the dual system is 
not necessarily segregation point to the 
fact that all members of Christian 
Churches are welcome to participate in 
the International Convention. They point 
further that any church of the brother- 
hood may call upon any national agency 
—and increasingly, on any state agency— 
for program assistance. 


Those who feel that we are a segregated 
communion point out that it is the dual 
structure that prevents the development 
of Christian fellowship across racial lines. 
Negro Christian Churches and Negro 
church leaders are prevented from partici- 
pating in area, state, or national brother- 
hood life except through the National 
Convention. While members of all Chris- 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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WELCOME TO GHANA 


In the post-war years 19 independent 

nations have been born embracing 750,-— 
000,000 people and encompassing an area 
of 4,700,000 square miles. The 19th was 
Ghana, a merger of the British crown col- 
ony of the Gold Coast and Togoland pro- 
tectorate. This former African colony be- 
comes an independent member of the 
British Commonwealth and the 81st mem- 
ber of the United Nations. 
_ Ghana’s nationhood is significant since 
it ig the first U.N. trusteeship territory to 
become fully independent and sovereign. 
The new country has adopted Western 
style democracy in government but in 
international affairs Premier Kwame 
Nkrumah (Qua-meh Enkroo-mah) says_ 
of the cold-war that presently Ghana 
“should not be aligned with any particu- 
lar groups of powers or political bloc.” 

The new nation derives its name from 
the Negro empire of Ghana which flour- 
ished in West Africa a thousand years ago. 
It has a population of 4,500,000 and al- 
most 100,000 square miles of territory. 
Ghana produces more than one-third of 


the world’s cocoa. “ 
ROBERT A, FANGMEIER 

DOWNGRADING : 

DISARMAMENT . 


Another “noble experiment” has been 
downgraded. The much heralded office of 
“Secretary of Peace,” which Mr. Harold 
Stassen took over in 1953, has been 
moved out of the White House into a con- 
venient State Department pigeon-hole. 

Mr. Stassen, you will remember, was 
the cabinet rank advisor to the President 
on disarmament matters. He reported di- 
rectly to General Eisenhower. Now he will 
have to go through Secretary of State 
Dulles and regular State Department 
channels in any moves to reduce or con- 
trol the world’s armaments. 


The transfer of disarmament functions 
back to the State Department seems par- 
ticularly regrettable at this time. As Sen- 
ator Ralph Flanders said “We can proper- 
ly be fearful that we are about to lose 
energy, imagination and drive towards the 
objectives that lay within Mr. Stassen’s 
field of responsibility.” 

Stassen’s demotion is more than a per- 
sonal snub. It is a grave retreat from real- 
ity in an era of bombs and intercontinent- 
al missiles. Ropert A, FANGMEIER 
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1s unpublicized hearings of the Subcommittee on Military 
iperations of the House Government Operations Committee 
rave been proving in impressive fashion the immediate need 
wr disarmament. Congressman Chet Holifield, chairman of 
‘ seven-man subcommittee, has stated the testimony shows 
re is no adequate military or civil defense against an atomic 
ttack. Seventy-five percent of the attacking planes carrying 
(bombs could penetrate the best present United States de- 
mses. When intercontinental missiles are developed as a 
eans of delivering H-bombs there will be no known means 
if stopping them. 
hairman Holifield has been critical of the evacuation pro- 
‘am advocated by the Federal Civil Defense Administration: 
Only now is the FCDA becoming dimly aware that radio- 
ative fallout makes the whole United States a target area 
“om which there is no running.” he stated on March 8. 


ince evacuation seems futile, Chairman Holifield and cthers 
ave advocated a huge shelter program to enable whole cities 
id industries to go underground. Dr. Robert Merriam, As- 
stant Budget Director, testified before the Subcommittee on 
ebruary 13 that “the cost of a comprehensive shelter program 
auld require the expenditure of $20 to $40 billion.” Even 
ach a massive shelter program would provide no adequate 
efense. Civil Defense Administrator Val Peterson testified 
nm February 6: 

“The Navy Radiological Laboratory . . . are reported to 
have stated you could build shelters to protect the American 
‘people . . . and save 99 percent of the people. We don’t 
think so. We think you can save approximately 60 percent. 
In a thermonuclear war there are no means of saving all of 
the people. It simply can’t be done. We are going to lose 
‘millions of people if we have a war.” 

Jhat would conditions be like in the area where an H-bomb 
ropped? 

“Tf you had a completely safe shelter and came out & days 
‘after an attack and stayed out 24 hours you would still get 
sick . . . In this same region it would be 2 years before 
the intensity would drop to a point where it would meet the 
peacetime AEC tolerance for gamma radiation. 


o said W. E. Strope, Head of Military Evaluations Group, 
Javal Radiological Defense Laboratory. 


n a statement filed with the Holifield Subcommittee, the 

‘CNL said: “By preparing people psychologically for war, 

y increasing their fear and hatred of an enemy, civil de- 

nse is in fact increasing the danger of war by creating the 
‘ +, 99 

ort of climate that will produce it. ie 

“he statement noted that relieving peacetime civilian disasters 


1; admittedly not the prime aim of civil defense. It suggested 
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CIVIL DEFENSE HEARINGS SHOW NEED FOR UNIVERSAL DISARMAMENT 


such relief can be accomplished more effectively through exist- 
ing channels. A copy of the complete statement and some 
additional facts concerning the civil defense program is avail- 
able from the FCNL upon request. 


Disarmament Downgraded in Importance 


Positive steps toward disarmament and development of other 
methods to settle international disputes must be taken now. 


Yet the State Department has shown no inclination to make 
universal enforceable disarmament either the immediate or the 
ultimate goal of the United States policy. President Eisen- 
hower’s action on March 1 subordinating Harold E. Stassen’s 
special White House staff on disarmament to policy directives 
of Secretary of State John Foster Dulles has generally been 
interpreted as downgrading disarmament in importance. Sen- 
ator Ralph E. Flanders said on March 2: “We can properly 
be fearful that we are about to lose energy, imagination and 
drive toward the objectives that lay within Mr. Stassen’s field 
of responsibility . . . There is no evidence that there is [in 
the State Department] the required sense of urgency in this 
matter in spite of the fact that lip service is rendered to the 
possibility of an almost inadvertent destruction of western 
civilization.” 


The world desperately needs more positive leadership for peace. 


Y Write President Eisenhower, Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles, Senate Majority Leader Lyndon B. Johnson and mem- 
bers of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. (Order your 
free copy of “Register Christian Opinion” for their names, if 
you have not already done so). Urge them to make the 
achievement of universal, enforceable disarmament the first 
order of business for the United States and the world, and 
adopt the policies necessary to achieve this goal. 


Tue Onty Reatistic “Crvit DEFENSE” 
“The only real solution to the evacuation and shelter 
problem is to have peace.” 

—Col. Arthur M. Sheets, President, National Associa- 
tion of State and Territorial Civil Defense Directors, 
Hearings before Holifield Subcommittee. March 5, 
1957. 

“We believe in shelters but we don’t want to mislead the 
people. There is no easy answer to this thing except 
to have peace.” 

—Civil Defense Administrator Val Peterson, Hearings 
before the Independent Offices Subcommittee of the 
House Appropriations Committee. February 6, 1957. 
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FOREIGN ECONOMIC AID 


Complaints against the size of the proposed Federal budget 
for fiscal year 1958 are likely to affect two important legisla- 
tive items: foreign economic aid and Federal funds for public 
school construction. 


Actually, these programs cost or will cost little, especially 
when compared with military expenditures. 


Where Does Our Money Go? The chief items in the largest 
peacetime budget in American history ($71.8 billion) are 
for military and defense related purposes. Projected expendi- 
tures for national defense for fiscal 1958 are $43.3 billion, or 


60% of the budget. 


If we want a small peacetime budget, the one place where 
any substantial reduction can be made is in the direct mili- 
tary expenditures. Here is an additional reason for moving 
ahead on disarmament. 


How Much for Economic Aid? Details of the Mutual Se- 
curity Program for fiscal 1958 are not available as this News- 
letter is written, although the total amount asked is $4.4 billion. 
For last year, however, the total Mutual Security funds for 
the major economic aid items such as economic development, 
technical assistance, (both U.S. and UN), the Special Presi- 
dential Fund and refugees came to about $600 million. This, 
incidentally, is less than 14 the amount budgeted for the 
guided missile program for fiscal 1958. It accounts for $.80 
of every $100.00 in the total budget. 


If this $600 million were cut 20% in the 1958 budget and 
every penny were applied to reduce personal income tax, it 
would mean a saving of about $1.50 on a tax bill of $500. 


More Is Needed: Really, the aid program should be expand- 
ed, particularly in the field of economic development. In order 
to contribute positively to the conditions that make for peace, 
the United States should give more for these worthy causes. 
We are a rich land, and a generous people and here is an area 
where we can, in the spirit of a good steward, help meet the 
needs of others even if it costs us more! (See Newsletter, 


November, 1956.) 


Christian Youth Speak: A statement adopted February 18, 
1957 by the United Christian Youth Movement of the National 
Council of Churches reads: 


“. . . out of conviction that the foreign economic pro- 


gram, properly administered, is a vital step toward world | 
peace, we call . . . for an improved and expanded pro- 
gram of economic aid and technical assistance commen- 
surate with the needs of the hour, consistent with our 
national heritage of concern for the rights of all peoples, 
removed from the realm of diplomatic or military policy, 
and coordinated through an independent continuing gov- 
ernment agency working in the closest possible rela- 
tionship with the United Nations.” 


FEDERAL AID FOR SCHOOLS 


Administration Bill: H.R. 3986 and H.R. 3976 contain the 
President’s proposals for Federal aid for public school con- 
struction. This would involve a basic sum of $325 million 
for four years for grants-in-aid to the states. 
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The Kelley Bill: H.R. 1, introduced by Augustine B. Kelley 
(Pa.) represents the views of House Democrats who favo1 
school construction legislation. This bill would mean basic 
Federal expenditures not to exceed $600 million a year for 
six years for grants-in-aid. 


Either of these bills, if adopted, would mean the spendill 
of less than 1% of the total Federal budget, or between 1] 
and 114% of the defense budget. : 

‘ 
The Need Is Real: Attempts have been made to prove tha 
the states today are meeting school construction needs. Mario1 
B. Folsom, Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare call 
such claims “misleading and inaccurate” in that they ignor 
the needs resulting from obsolescence, population shifts, an 
losses caused by natural disasters. Mr. Folsom points out thé 
2,000,000 children are in overcrowded classrooms, 800,00! 
are on half day sessions, and school population is growin 
by more than 1,000,000 a year, 


President Eisenhower spoke to this point January 28: “TI 
need for Federal assistance in eliminating this [classroom| 
shortage is not theory, but demonstrated fact. It cannot now b 


said—realistically—that the states and communities will mee 
the need.” 


Marion B. Folsom stated on March 12: “Surely the riche: 
nation on earth can afford to provide adequate schools for i 
children. In any age, to economize at the expense of the edi 
cation of children is a false economy. ; 
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; MIDDLE EAST RESOLUTION 


ue President signed an amended version of the “Eisenhower 
yetrine” on March 9, two months after he first presented it 
Congress. This was the resolution which had passed the 
mate 72-19 on March 5 and been accepted by the House 


0-60 two days later, superceding the version nae te 
nuse 355-61 on January 30. 5 passed by the 


its final form the Middle East Resolution stated that the 
ited States “is prepared to use armed forces to assist” any 
iddle Eastern nation which should ask such aid against armed 
gression from a Communist-dominated country, but because 
the constitutional question raised by many Congressmen, it 
il not directly authorize the President to use American troops 

such an eventuality. The President indicated that this 
sange was acceptable since, in his view, it did not limit his 
‘edom of action. 


ie resolution authorizes the President to enter into military 
sistance programs with any Middle Eastern nations desiring 
sm, and to use $200 million already appropriated under the 
ual Security Act for fiscal 1957 without regard to existing 
trictions. 


mmendments: The original resolution was amended to stipu- 
e that military assistance may be given for defensive pur- 
es only, that the appropriate Congressional committees must 
~eive reports of proposed expenditures 15 days before they 
#2 made, and that nothing in the resolution should be con- 
d as authorizing additional appropriations for the pro- 
am. The amended resolution also urges the President to 
itinue support for the UN Emergency Force, and directs 

n to report to Congress twice instead of once yearly on 
btion taken under the resolution. The authority granted by 

resolution may be terminated by Congressional action. 


bjections: Many Congressmen voted for the measure reluc- 
tly, and in addition to the constitutional question about 
. President’s authority, raised two other significant ques- 
ms. 


mti-foreign aid sentiment found expression in a proposed 
endment by Senator Richard Russell (Ga.) which would 
‘ye eliminated the authorization of funds from the resolu- 
n. It was defeated 28-58. 


the other hand, many Congressmen raised questions sim- 
t to those of the FCNL about the effectiveness of the doctrine 
eeting the greatest needs of the Middle East (see News- 
ter, February 1957). 


istructive Proposals Not Adopted: Substitute resolu- 
is introduced by Senators Mike Mansfield (Mont.) and 
ne Morse (Ore.) called for (1) economic development to 
courage stability in the Middle East, (2) United States 
adership in bringing about an Arab-Israeli settlement, and 
:) international “control over the introduction of military 
lunteers,’ materiel, and arms from other countries into the 
iddle East.” Senator Mansfield later attempted to add the 
t provision to the Administration resolution as an amend- 
ent from the floor. It was opposed by the State Department 
a the ground that it might prevent continued military assist- 
Hace to Pakistan, Turkey, Iran, and Iraq. 


enator Hubert H. Humphrey (Minn.) also introduced amend- 
hents which would have “backed up” the Eisenhower resolu- 
on by calling for American leadership to end the Middle East 
-ms race, achieve free navigation of the Canal and Gulf of 


if 


- 


PRIL, 1957 


SOCIAL ACTION NEWS-LETTER 


__-\NEWS|}--[from|-|the|--[NATIONS]--[CAPITOL}- 


Aqaba, and establish a UN “good offices commission” to help 
settle the Arab-Israeli conflict. He followed this on March 16 
with a proposal which accompanied a staff report for the Senate 
Disarmament Subcommittee that the “open skies” idea com- 
bined with ground inspection for armament build-ups be tried 


out in the Middle East, 


Senators Jacob Javits (N.Y.), Glenn Beall (Md.), Paul Doug- 
las (Ill), Hubert Humphrey (Minn.), Irving Ives (N.Y.), 
William Langer (N.D.), Richard Neuberger (Ore.), and, John 
Sparkman (Ala.) introduced a supplementary resolution, S. 
Res. 77 urging the administration to work for guarantees 
against the resumption of border raids and blockades and to 
support the maintenance of the UN Police Force between 
Egypt and Israel until this is achieved. This bill is now await- 
ing consideration by the Foreign Relations Committee. 


One logical development of the ‘Eisenhower Doctrine” 
is seen in an annex to the Bermuda communique of Presi- 
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower and British Prime Minister 
Harold Macmillan which refers to the “Willingness of 
the United State under authority of the recent Middle 
East joint resolution to participate actively in the work 
of the military committee of the Baghdad Pact.” 


ALASKAN STATEHOOD 


On March 11 the House Committee on Interior and Insular 


Affairs opened hearings on statehood for Alaska. (H.R. 50 
and other bills). The Senate Committee on Interior and In- 
sular Affairs opened hearings on March 25 (S. 49). 


The Department of Interior and the Department of Defense 
have testified in favor of statehood provided permission be 
given the President to withdraw for military purposes up to 
276,000 square miles (177,000,000 acres) in the north and 
west of Alaska. This is almost 50% of the area of Alaska. 
General Nathan F. Twining, acting Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said, however, there was no reason why the 
President would make use under present international condi- 
tions of the proposed withdrawal power. 


General Twining presented the Department of Defense’s view: 
“There is no gainsaying the fact that the Department of De- 
fense has had some reservations in the past as to a grant of 
Statehood for Alaska. The Department has wanted to be 
assured that defense activities in this vitally strategic area 
would not be hampered by the specifics of any bill which 
conferred Statehood.” 


Assistant Secretary of the Interior Hatfield Chilson read to 
the House Committee the statement of Secretary Fred A. 
Seaton: “However, because of the unique position of Alaska. 
we ask the Congress and the people of Alaska to grant to the 
President, the Commander-in-Chief of all our armed forces, 
special powers with respect to defense in this area.” 


President Eisenhower in his budget message recommended 
statehood subject to: “area limitations and other safeguards 
for the conduct of defense activities so vitally necessary to 
our national security .. .” 


In view of these statements it seems a fair conclusion that if 
the people of Alaska want statehood they will have to pay, 
as a price, permission for the Commander-in-Chief to with- 
draw up to 276,000 square miles of land. 
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LONG ROAD AHEAD 


The Administration’s civil rights bill has been approved in 
a slightly modified form by the full House Judiciary Commit- 
tee (March 18) and approved as submitted by the Senate 
Judiciary Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights (March 19). 


The revised House Committee measure (H.R. 6127) contains 
the hasic provisions requested by the Administration: it au- 
thorizes the Attorney General to institute civil action to pre- 
vent violations of civil rights; it extends right-to-vote safe- 
guards; creates a civil rights commission; and expands the 
civil rights work of the Justice Department. (See Washington 
Newsletter, March, 1957). 


The Committee rejected the Administration’s proposal author- 
izing the Attorney General to sue for damages for individuals 
whose rights are violated. The Committee bill establishes addi- 
tional rules of procedure for the commission; it restricts the 


commission to investigations based on “written” allegation 
that citizens are being deprived of their right to vote an 
eliminates the Administration’s proposal that the commissio 
investigate the use of “unwarranted economic pressures 
against minorities. 


These are generally conceded to be minor changes. Opponent 
of the measure sought additional modifications, including 
provision for jury trials in contempt actions and eliminatio 
of the subpena power of the commission. 


H.R. 6127 will probably be submitted to the Rules Committe 
by the end of March. Rules Committee Chairman Howard W 
Smith (Va.) has indicated that his group will hear Congres 
sional opponents before acting. | 


The Senate Subcommittee bill (S. 83) is now before the fu 
Judiciary Committeee. It was discussed at the March 2 
meeting but not acted upon. 


civil rights bill. 


ATOMS FOR PEACE: On March 22 President Eisenhower sent a special message to the Senate requesting ratification — 
of the Statute of the International Atomic Energy Agency. 


IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE LEGISLATION: No immediate action is anticipated. Representative Walter's House 


Immigration Subcommittee will probably hold hearings after the Easter recess. Senate hearings await disposition of the 


CIVIL LIBERTIES: Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (Minn.) has asked the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to hold 


hearings on the State Department’s refusal to allow newsmen to enter Communist China. S. Con. Res. 21, by Senator 


Thomas C. Hennings (Mo.) requests the State Department to act “favorably and without delay” on William Worthy’s 
application for a new passport. (Worthy, a reporter for the Baltimore Afro-American, defied the Department’s edict and ; 
went to China). H. Con. Res. 153, introduced by Representative Emanuel Celler (N.Y.) states that it is the sense of 
Congress that the State Department shall allow reporters to visit any area. ’ 


a 


MINIMUM WAGE: The Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee and the House Labor and Education Committee are — 
conducting hearings on various proposals to extend coverage of the Fair Labor Standards Act. The Secretary of Labor 
has suggested that the $1-an-hour minimum coverage be extended to an additional 2.5 million workers, 2.1 million of whom 
are already receiving the minimum (no bills submitted). The AFL-CIO is supporting the Morse-Kelley bills (S. 1267 and 

H.R. 4575) which would bring both minimum wage and maximum hour protection to an additional 9.6 millions, many of 
whom are unorganized and are receiving less than $1-an-hour. | 
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JOCIAL ACTION MEETING 
\T CRESCENT RANCH, 
-OLORADO 

On February 12-14, a conference on 
hristian Action and Community Service 
‘as held at Crescent Ranch, Divide, Colo- 
ido, under the auspices of the Depart- 
nent of Social Welfare, UCMS. 

The purpose of the meeting was to pro- 
ide a conference and work shop experi- 
nce where national and state staff could 
nare together the problems faced in state 
rogram planning for Christian Action 
nd Community Service; to allow oppor- 
unity for exchange of program ideas and 
xperiences between state leaders; to al- 
»w for presentation, discussion and eval- 
sation of specific program tools such as 
udio-visuals, resource literature, etc.; to 
lan cooperative strategy in a continuing 
rocess of planning. Participating were 
.ate secretaries, chairmen of state Chris- 
san Action and Community Service com- 
sittees, four members from the national 
.aff and other interested persons. 


Delegates and states represented were: 


Mrs. P. Edgar Newburn, Illinois; Ed 
Btowell, Mace, Texas; Lloyd Green, Ari- 
na; Jerry Sullivan, Ohio; Huffman Hur- 
‘y, North California; Robert A. Cooper, 
-irginia; Teddy E. Turner, Idaho; Mrs. 
wee Corn, New Mexico; Mrs. Ethel Dean, 
south California; Douglas Bell, Kentucky; 
«om Shepherd, West Virginia; Eugene 
idder, Missouri; Ezio Sakamoto, Colo- 
ado; Mrs. Harold Wiltz, Minnesota; Har- 
_d Davis, Colorado; Mr. and Mrs. LaVern 
_inzel, Iowa; Dyre Campbeil, Kansas; 
+ ea Lyerla, Colorado; Barton Hunter, 
homas J. Griffin, Lewis H. Deer, and Rob- 
ct Fangmeier, staff members, Indiana. 
THomas J. GRIFFIN 


~OOD NEWS FOR WORK CAMP... 
(Continued from Page 1) 


ser House. Some new features are being 
“tanned for this training camp which have 
own out of our three years’ experience 
a this particular area. The February issue 
£ Social Action News-Letter carried spe- 
ific data on this camp. Couples interested 
n the work camp program and who hope 
5 become leaders in it should write for 
pplication blanks and other information. 

One of the couples from France will be 
ssigned to the Los Angeles camp and one 
5 the Flanner House camp for young 
eople. 

Stateside experiences for young people 
re unusual this summer. Both camps are 
ing held in noteworthy situations with 
apable leadership. Application blanks 
nd other information may be secured 
-om the Department of Social Welfare, 
TEMS. RutH E, MILNER 
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“CHRIST, THE CHURCH, 
AND RACE" 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Against Prejudice” by Robert Root, Pro- 
fessor of Journalism at Syracuse Univer- 
sity. Two new audio-visuals have also 
been prepared: “Crossroad at Cedar- 
mont,” a filmstrip to be used as a discus- 
sion provoker; and “The Broken Mask,” 
a film. 


A six-session study guide based on the 
Pope and Root books has been prepared 
by Rosalyn S. Sease. 


An abundance of excellent material has 
also been prepared for youth groups to 
study this theme. “A Youth Guide on 
Race Relations” has been prepared by 
Sara Little and is based on newly revised 
editions of “Seeking To Be Christian In 
Race Relations,” by Benjamin E. Mays, 
President of Morehouse College, Atlanta, 
Georgia, and “Sense and Nonsense About 
Race,” by Ethel J. Alpenfels, who is a 
teacher and specialist in anthropology. 


Specifically Disciples’ Material 


In addition to the CWF program pack- 
et dealing with “Christ, The Church, and 
Race” in terms of the brotherhood’s rec- 
ord, attitude, and ministry in the field of 
race relations, the following pieces are 
also available: 


“The Doors Are Opening,” a four-page 
flyer presenting in graphic manner the 
highlights of the Survey of Racial Prac- 
tices of the Disciples of Christ made in 
1955. (Quantity lots available Christian 
Board, St. Louis.) 


“International Convention of the Disct- 
ples of Christ SPEAKS ON RACE RE- 
LATIONS.” This flyer carries the section 
of the Des Moines 1956 Assembly resolu- 
tion on race. (Quantity lots available, 
Christian Board, St. Louis.) 


“Many Races, One Brotherhood,” a 
pamphlet which reports on Disciples con- 
gregations which have succeeded in break- 
ing the color barrier; and sets forth the 
issues and next steps in achieving integra- 
tion in our brotherhood. (Available, 
Christian Board, St. Louis.) 


A film-strip, “Live and Help Live,” 
points up in story form the record of our 
brotherhood in its multiracial ministry. 
(Available, Audio-Visuals, UCMS.) 

Lewis H. DEER 
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“GIVE ME YOUR 
TIRED, YOUR POOR" 


A child in a refugee family of eight was 
denied an immigration visa because she is 
retarded due to a fall in early childhood. 
A mother of two was denied a visa because 
of inactive tubercular scars. A father of 
four was denied a visa because of internal 
injuries sustained while in a concentration 
camp. A mother of two was denied a visa 
because she had tried to get food for 
starving children while escaping from be- 
hind the iron curtain. 


A Christian Church in California se- 
cured admission to a special school for the 
retarded child so she could have the train- 
ing unavailable in a refugee camp. Medi- 
cines, rest and freedom from worry were 
offered to the tubercular mother and her 
family, who had been living in refugee 
camps for years, by a church in Illinois. 
Work, good food, kindness, and help were 
offered by another church to the man who 
had suffered so for his political beliefs. 
Forgiveness, food for little children, work 
and help were offered by a church in Indi- 
ana to the mother who had taken food to 
feed her family. 


Twenty-two people, the families of 
these unfortunate four, were denied the 
hope held out to them by our churches 
because they would not leave loved ones 
behind. These four were denied visas un- 
der the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(Public Law 414), commonly known as 
the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act. 


Bills to revise this Act have been re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
in both the House of Representatives, 

(Continued on Page 8) 


“CHRIST, THE CHURCH, 
AND RACE” 

(Continued from Page 2) 
tian Churches are welcome to attend the 
International Convention, the truth is that 
very few Negroes or other non-Caucasians 
do. While any church may call upon the 
agencies for help in program, Negro 
churches are accustomed and encouraged 
to channel their requests for service 
through the National Convention. 

Are we a segregated brotherhood? We 
think so. Others disagree. Perhaps a 
brotherhood wide study of “Christ, The 
Church and Race” will help us find a 


brotherhood answer. Lewis H. DEER 
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PREPARE FOR THE 
OBSERVANCE OF—FREEDOM 
AND DEMOCRACY 

SUNDAY, JULY 7, 1957 

“4 Christian Citizen should accept will- 
ingly and with a sense of mission all the 
responsibilities which devolve upon any 
citizen. He should in addition bring to 
bear on the exercise of his citizenship all 
the insights, all the moral imperatives 
which stem from his Christian faith and 
convictions... .” (From “The Christian 
Citizen Looks at the 84th Congress.” ) 

Freedom and Democracy Sunday pro- 
vides an excellent opportunity for your 
committee to make such a suggestion a 
definite part of its life and the life of the 
entire congregation. 

Possibly you will want to include in 
your plans the following things: 

1. Invite your minister in for the plan- 
ning. Encourage him to prepare a sermon 
the Freedom 
and Democracy materials that you will 
shortly receive. 

2. In consultation with 


in this area. Study, together, 


the respective 
leaders, seek to have the theme empha- 
sized at the mid-week service, in Sunday 
School classes and through CMF, CWF, 
and CYF. 

3. Audio-visuals (write Dept. of Social 
Welfare, UCMS, for suggestions). 

4. Guest speakers dealing with a par- 
ticular area of concern. 

5. Sunday evening Forum discussion. 

6. Undertake a project (Example: Vot- 
ers’ registration campaign). 


Suggestions for Committees 

A committee could write to their Con- 
gressman and request copies of bills hav- 
ing to do with immigration, for the 
purpose of study and discussion, and in 
turn register your Christian opinion by 
writing your Congressman. In the House 
of Representatives the following bills 
have been presented: HR 4202 by Patrick 
J. Hillings (R.Calif), HR 4205 by Ken- 
neth B. Keating (R.NY), and HR 3364 
by Emanuel Celler (D.NY), chairman of 
the committee on the Judiciary. In the 
Senate S 1006 by Arthur V. Watkins 


(R.Utah), which has been referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, James O. 
Eastland (D.Miss), Chairman. 


HELPFUL RESOURCE 
MATERIALS 

“The Christian Citizen Looks at the 
84th Congress.” Individual voting records 
of members of the U. S. Senate and House 
of Representatives. This could serve as a 
basis for you to make your feelings known 
on vital issues to your Senators and Rep- 
resentatives. (Order from Friends Com- 
mittee on National Legislation, 104 “C” 
Street, Washington, D. C. 10 cents per 
copy, $7.50 per hundred.) 

“Vour Opinion Counts,” is a little pam- 
phlet which seeks to help stimulate greater 
participation by individual Americans and 
organizations in an exchange of views and 
information with the Department of State 
(Order from Superintendents of Docu- 
ments, U.S 
Washington 25, D. C. 10 cents per copy). 


Government printing office, 


What are the denominational and reli- 
gious affiliations of the members of Con- 
gress? No doubt you have asked this 
question a number of times. The pamphlet 
“Religious Affiliations of Members of the 
85th Congress,” will give you this infor- 
mation. (Order from Washington office, 
National Council of Churches, 122 Mary- 
land Avenue, N. E., Washington, D. C.) 


“A Political Action Handbook,” seeks 
to help Christians become more effective 
citizens in the area of things political. It 


N E—E W S 


‘ite Committee on Christian Action and Community Service in your church may 
find suggestions and help from the following list of events, projects and resources: 


seeks to answer such questions as: How 


can I find out more about legislation? — 
How do I go about writing to my Con- — 
gressman? Does my voice really count? — 
Should conscientious citizens join political — 


parties and take an active part in party 


activities? (Order from Friends Commit- _ 
“oe : 
Street N. E., Washington 2, D. C., 10_ 


tee on National Legislation, 104 


cents each.) 


"GIVE ME YOUR TIRED..." 
(Continued from Page 7) 


Emanuel Celler (D.NY), Chairman; and 
the Senate, James O. Eastland (D.Miss), 


Chairman. President Eisenhower has rec- 


ommended changes in the .Immigration 


Act, but no hearings have been scheduled ~ 


as yet. 


Thousands of people are waiting fo 


help and sanctuary in America. Many of | 
these have received assurances of homes 


and jobs by citizens. But they wait hope: 


lessly either because they were not com-— 


pletely processed by December 31, 1956 


under the Refugee Relief Act of 1953, or” 


because their country’s small quota was | 


filled before they found a sponsor. They 


wait. What will America do? 


ELzia L. WILLIAMS 


tecececercecececenensesucustesneccencnscaucnensuccecosressuccoscnenseuseensssesesi vance 


Your letters to your Congressman can | 


make a difference in the America’s answet 
to this question. 


i“ Review the “letter writing bee” sug- 


gestions on this same page of your March 
Newsletter. 


oe eae. ER 


A 


